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Bringing modern psychoanalytic research
into discourse

Since its beginnings, psychoanalysis has steadily evolved, and ongoing research
continues to generate a rich body of knowledge capable of informing our understanding
of both societal and clinical phenomena—and of shaping how we engage with them.
Together with international experts and researchers in the psychoanalytic field, we aim
to create a platform in which contemporary and modern psychoanalytic research and
theory can be discussed critically and collaboratively, helping to shape a future in which
psychoanalysis contributes meaningfully to broader intellectual, social and clinical
questions and challenges.

The lectures in this series will be held in either German or English.

A psychoanalytic lecture series organized by
Esther Hutfless and Elisabeth Schéafer

Lecture:

Harriet Mossop

Queer angles in the psychoanalytic archive:

epistemological insubordination in psychoanalytic pedagogy

16.04.2026, 19.00 online

Moderation: Esther Hutfless

Registration via: figurationsoftheunconscious@gmail.com
The Zoom link will be sent in advance of the event.

This talk explores the enduring influence of psychoanalysis’ archival texts on contemporary
clinical training, taking historic writing about queer female sexuality as an example. Historic
psychoanalytic texts, still taught in contemporary psychoanalytic trainings, mobilise powerful
affective responses in trainees, yet remain largely unexamined as transferential objects within
training institutions. Responding to Paul B. Preciado’s call for the ‘depatriarchalisation,
deheterosexualisation and decolonisation’ (2021, 76) of psychoanalysis, I propose a method of
“epistemological insubordination” that draws on Sara Ahmed’s Queer Phenomenology to reorient
historic psychoanalytic writing. Through a queer phenomenological historiography of Helene
Deutsch’s writings on female homosexuality (1933, 1944a), I trace shifts in psychoanalytic
attitudes, revealing how so I norms shape clinical discourse. I argue that readlng historic texts
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